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MAJTO®OPMATHBIE TEKCTBI B OBPA3OBATEJIBHOM JIUCKYPCE

Xycaunosa M.A.", Cmpoiixoe C.A.?
Camapckuii 20cy0apcmeenblil mexHuueckull ynueepcumem:,

Camapcruii 20cy0apcmeentvlii CoyUanIbHO-ne0a202UdecKull yHueepcumem?

Annomayusn. Llenvio nacmoawezo uccne0osanus AGNAEMCA AHAIU3 MATODOPMAMHBIX
mexcmos (M®T), ucnonvsyemulx 6 yuebnvix nocovusix “English Unlimited” (Elementary, Inter-
mediate, Advanced), penpeszenmupyrowux cospemennblil an2noa3bIYHbLL 00PA308aAMENbHBLU OUC-
Kypc. OCHOBHBIMU MEMOOAMU UCCTIEO08AHUSL NOCTYHCUIU AHATU3 TUHSBUCIMUYECKOU TUmepamypbl,
MemoO KOHMeHm aHaIu3d, a MaxdxHce KaueCmeeHHblll CPAGHUMENbHbIN aHau3. Texcmoasblil Kom-
NOHEeHM YYeOHUKA PACCMAMPUBAENICsl 8 CAMbe 8 Kauecmese 00pazo8amenbHo20 OUCKYpCd, cyuje-
cmeyoue20 8 Konmexkcme axkademuyeckoeo obowenus. B pabome maxowce paccmampusaromes
0COOEHHOCMU MATOGOPMAMHBIX MEKCMO8, OCYWECMEIAEeM s UX CUCTEeMAMU3AyUsl, ONUCHIBA-
IOMCs UX OCHOBHblE Xapakmepucmukuy. Ananuz manogopmamuvix mekcmos yuyeonuxa “English
Unlimited” nokazan, umo onu 6 obpazosamenbHoM OUCKYPCe C8A3AHbL C 0esmelbHOCIbIO Yeilo-
8eKa, e2o uepmamu xapaxkmepd, npoghecCUOHATbHLIMU Cepamu, 3HAHUAMU U UHMezpayuell uH-
POpMAYUOHHBIX MEXHONO2ULL 8 JHCU3HD YellogeKa. B pabome ommeuaemcs, umo manogopmamuoie
MEKCMbl, XapaKmepusyowuecs UHmMepmeKCmyaibHOCmbio, npedCmasisiom coool cumyayuu,
PAacckasvl, cmamvi, OUALIO2U, AHHOMAYUU, 0030pbl 6102€PO8 U MOHONOU.

Ipoananuzupoeas yueOHuKY pazHoeo YposHsl, dGnopbl NPULULIU K 8bI600Y O MOM, YO MU
YuebHble Mamepuavbl CmpyKmypupo8aHvl maxkum 006pazom, umoowl 8 yenmpe HUMaHUs ovlia u-
eypa uenogexa. Takum oopazom, mexkcmol Mano2o opmama 6 006pa308amenbHOM OUCKYPCe 8Pa-
Waromces 860Kpye ueiogeueckoll 0esimeIbHOCmu, Yepm xapakxmepa, npogeccuonanbulx cgep, 3Ha-
Huti u unmezpayuu UT 6 uenogeueckyio scusHb. Imu mekcmovl CHOCOOCMBYIOM CO30AHUIO YCIIOBUL
07151 2100ANbHOU KOMMYHUKAYUU.

Knrouesvie cnosa: manogopmamuulii mexcm, 0coOOEHHOCMU MATOGOPMAMHBIX MEKCMO8,
Xapakxmepucmuxu MaiopoOpMamHelX MeKcmos, aHeI0sA3bIUHbII 00PA308amenbHblll OUCKYPC, UH-
MEPMeEKCmyaibHOCIb, AHMPONOYEHMPUIM, YieOHble Mamepuavl, KOHYenmocpepa, akaoemuye-
cKoe obweHue, KOMMYHUKAYUSL.

SMALL-FORMAT TEXTS IN EDUCATIONAL DISCOURSE

Maria A. Khusainova?l, Sergey A. Stroikov?
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Abstract. The purpose of this study is to analyze small format texts used in the coursebook
“English Unlimited” (Elementary [30], Intermediate [31], Advanced [29]), that represent modern
English-language educational discourse. The main methods of the research were the analysis of
linguistic literature, the method of content analysis, as well as the qualitative comparative analy-
sis. The text component in the coursebook is considered in the paper as an educational discourse
existing in the context of academic communication. The paper also considers some features of
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small-format texts, their systematization is carried out, and their main characteristics are de-
scribed. The analysis of small-format texts of the coursebook “English Unlimited” showed that in
the educational discourse they revolve around human activities, character traits, professional
spheres, knowledge, and the integration of IT into human life. These texts facilitate the develop-
ment of global communication conditions. The work also notes that small-format texts, character-
ized by intertextuality, are situations, stories, articles, dialogues, annotations, reviews of bloggers
and monologues.

Having analyzed coursebooks of different levels, authors have found that these teaching
materials are structured to place the human figure in the spotlight. In summary, small-format texts
in educational discourse revolve around human activities, character traits, professional spheres,
knowledge, and the integration of IT into human life. These texts facilitate the development of

global communication conditions.

Keywords: small-format text, features of small-format texts, characteristics of small-for-
mat texts, English-language educational discourse, intertextuality, anthropocentrism, educational
materials, conceptosphere, academic communication, communication.

Introduction.

Small-format texts often stand as
research material within the framework
of business discourse (A.A. Khar-
kovskaya), advertising texts on tourism
topics (M.V. Cherkunova,
A.A. Trenina), Internet  discourse
(Y.S. Gatina). There are some works that
discuss methods of typological research
of small-format texts, in particular,
structural and semantic types of small-
format texts and their functioning in var-
ious types of discourse, features of
small-format texts categorization, their
pragmatic potential and ways of intertex-
tuality demonstration (E.S. Kubryakova,
O.V. Bokova, [.B.Ruberg, L.I.Plot-
nikova, N.M. Necheporenko, etc.).

To observe the topic under consid-
eration, research philosophy was chosen
as a core method of scientific investiga-
tion. It is an important basis of every re-
search, no matter what scientific field the
paper is referred to. With the help of re-
search philosophy method, it was also
decided to use data collection which was
done by the authors while working.
Comparative and qualitative analysis
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were used to understand and interpret
definitions applied in the paper.

Discussion

The English language is a subject
of research from both linguistic and phil-
ological perspectives in the present day.
Currently, English holds the status of a
global language for worldwide commu-
nication due to the military, economic,
technological, and political influence of
countries where English is the native lan-
guage or an official language [27, p. 5—
10].

In the realm of modern English-
language education, which is evolving
within the context of globalization and
the diminishing of information barriers,
the number of English learners is un-
doubtedly increasing. The primary focus
Is on developing effective English com-
munication skills [2; 4; 7; 9; 10; 14; 16;
17; 18; 21, 22].

One of the challenges in modern
educational discourse is the difficulty in
finding suitable teaching resources. Ad-
ditionally, there is a need to broaden the
scope of English language coursebooks
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and incorporate texts from various dis-
course practices into educational materi-
als.

Currently, small-format textual
materials are becoming increasingly
prevalent and are among the most com-
mon forms of written information. Their
quantity and quality vary in different
communicative contexts, steadily grow-
ing. Therefore, this study aims to analyze
“small-format text” and identify its main
characteristics. To clarify the concept of
a “small-format text”, let’s categorize its
key features.

The study of small-format texts as
an object of linguistic research has
gained significant attention in recent
years. Today it is customary to call
small-format text any text, regardless of
genre and content plan, that meets the
condition of the main formal feature —
brevity.

The purpose of creating any text,
including small-format ones, is to con-
vey information, and therefore each text
is characterized by information content.

At the same time, the amount of
information contained in the text is re-
sponsible for its information richness,
which can vary, predetermining the se-
lection and combinatorics of linguistic
means.

Situationality concerns the factors
which make a text relevant to a situation
of occurrence. The situation in which a
text is exchanged influences the compre-
hension of the text. R. Beaugrande and
W.U. Dressler define the term “situa-
tionality” as “a general designation for
the factors which render a text relevant
to a current or recoverable situation of
occurrence ... with our prior knowledge
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and expectations about how the “real
world” is organized” [26].

Situationality concerns of the text
correlates with significant factors of a
specific communicative situation that in-
fluence the actualization of the meaning
embedded in text structures, bringing to
the fore certain specific semantic aspects
determined by the current environmental
parameters. The category of situational-
ity concerns provides access to the text
in the aspect of pragmatics, revealing its
relationship with a broader real or fic-
tional context in a specific act of speech
interaction, and this, in turn, gives the
text a discursive expansion.

There is a wide range of scientific
papers that discuss various methods and
techniques for the typological study of
small-format texts. In particular, the
structural and semantic aspects of small-
format texts; their functioning in differ-
ent types of discourse; pragmatic poten-
tial; ways of displaying intertextuality in
these units. In all of these papers, it is
noted that small-format text is a special
subtype of text, characterized by a cer-
tain structure and essential semantic
brevity.

I.B. Ruberg claims that in the ter-
minological sense, a “small-format text”
is precisely a type of text, a unit of “... a
higher level of abstraction compared to
the presented speech manifestation” [19,
c. 3]. That is to say, by “text type” we
mean “... a culturally and historically es-
tablished outdated productive model, a
sample of textual construction that deter-
mines the structure and structural fea-
tures of specific texts with various the-
matic changes.



Hayka. O6pa3oBanue. CoBpemennocts / Science. Education. The present. 2023. Ne4 (nexa6ps)

z[)uﬂwlozuuecxue HAyKu

According to
V.E. Chernyavskaya, each type of text
determines a system of distinctive fea-
tures assigned to it” [25, ¢. 60].

With this consideration of the text
type of a small-format text, the taxo-
nomic category represents a phenome-
non of a more general order from the
point of view of its relationship to the
speech genre. The term “genre” is tradi-
tionally understood by M.M. Bakhtin as
“... arelatively stable thematic, composi-
tional and linguistic-stylistic type of
statements (texts)” [3, c. 25; 1, c. 159—
206], that is, speech genres directly cor-
relate with a specific speech situation,
due to which they are regulated accord-
ing to the parameters of thematic content
and the specifics of linguistic embodi-
ment.

At the same time, a small-format
text as a text type combines diverse
genre formats related to various discur-
sive segments — for example, anecdotes,
horoscopes, weather forecasts, adver-
tisements, news reports, scientific syn-
opses, small forms of online literature
and many others.

It is reasonable to assume that all
small-format texts have a number of
characteristic features and implement
similar principles for performing a prag-
matic task, due to the compressed text
volume and the limitation on the number
of linguistic means used.

T.M. Nikolaeva noted that ... the
length of the text is included among its
categorical features” [15, ¢. 415]. More-
over, in the modern world, the volume of
text acts as one of the criteria for its com-
municative effectiveness [13; 28].
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Examples of small-format texts
that are actively studied by philological
researchers demonstrate a noticeable di-
versity of their categorical features. As
rightly been said by M.V. Cherkunova
and A.A. Trenina, “the very concept of
“small-format text” is interpreted quite
broadly — from the names of textbooks,
titles of TV shows and crime reports to
abstracts and culinary recipes” [23, c.
69].

One of the well-known papers de-
voted to small format texts is an article
by Russian cognitive scientist E.S. Ku-
bryakova “On the text and the criteria for
its definition.” The author notes that “the
most blurred boundaries of the category
of text are those that are associated with
the upper limit, i.e., with the size or vol-
ume of the text, texts limited in length
can be considered prototypical; texts are
not just of average size, but texts of small
volume, small texts” [12, ¢. 77].

According to E.S. Kubryakova:
“small-format text is a text that is visible
and observable in the smallest details,
possessing such important characteris-
tics as isolation, emphasis, formal and
semantic self-sufficiency, thematic cer-
tainty and completeness. Moreover, for
this kind of texts, their informative con-
tent is clear, their cognitive background
is the meaning of its creation, its general
intention and the result of creation real-
ized in a special linguistic form of a spe-
cial semantic space” [12, ¢. 72—89]. The
precise characteristics of small-format
texts, in contrast to the whole text, which
1s associated with a “multifaceted, di-
verse and multi-aspect phenomenon”
[11], in which, despite a sufficient num-
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ber of definitions, there is no single uni-
versally accepted definition, in works
devoted to the study of small-format
texts. It is more difficult to find a clear
definition of small format text. Many re-
searchers [5; 20; 24] describe small-for-
mat texts as:

« texts that are characterized by
slight variability in terms of their archi-
tectonics and do not exceed five to ten
sentences;

» texts of 10-15 lines with a stand-
ard compositional structure, which are
characterized by brevity and conciseness
of linguistic means of expression [5, c.
189].

Small format texts are of great in-
terest to researchers: their limited scope
allows for a comprehensive and in-depth
analysis of their main characteristics.

As it is rightly noted by
A.A. Kharkovskaya, E.V. Ponoma-
renko, A.V.Radyuk in the paper
“Minitexts in Modern Educational Dis-
course: Functions and Trends”, the main
difference between the phenomenon of
small-format text and the traditional
adoption of text lies in the volume pa-
rameter: “a mini-format text, or minitext
in fact differs from the generally ac-
cepted meaning of “text” only because it
contains a limited volume of words, oth-
erwise bearing typical features of all the
classical standards of textuality (cohe-
sion, coherence, intentionality, accepta-
bility, informativity, situationality, and
intertextuality)” [28, p. 70].

Small-format texts exhibit certain
systemic properties in terms of their for-
mal structural organization (stereotypic
compositional model, uncomplicated
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syntax, brevity of linguistic units consti-
tuting the text, etc.).

Currently, both Russian and for-
eign linguists have defined foreign-lan-
guage educational discourse as primarily
defining the status of an educational text
as a piece of speech created for didactic
purposes, encompassing content, style,
and composition. An educational text is
a component of the overall information
presented in a textbook and is designed
to facilitate controlled development of
textual skills. It serves as the basis for
imparting knowledge and necessary
skills to individuals within a specific
group at a particular stage of education
[8, c. 37].

The textual content of a textbook
can be viewed as a form of discourse,
specifically, academic discourse that ex-
ists within the context of academic com-
munication.

Results

According to our research, the
structure of contemporary English lan-
guage teaching materials includes sev-
eral components within the framework
of written educational discourse. This
structure encompasses elements of in-
structional content, encompassing all
communicative signals and cultural lan-
guage facts, as well as verbal texts and
visual information (illustrations, photos,
diagrams, charts, symbols) across vari-
ous spheres of social activity:

“The panic about the dollar” [29,
p. 93];

“This is the cutest soap that you
will steal from a hotel, enjoy it” [29, p.
o1];

“I'm lovin’ it” [29, p. 91];
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“I’m Katrin Mendes. The one on
the right” [29, p. 21, ex. 1a];

Simultaneously, as components of
the learning content, various textual
samples are incorporated into a compre-
hensive model representing the learning
process aimed at achieving practical, ed-
ucational, and developmental objectives.
Authentic educational discourse is dis-
tinguished by its feature of intertextual-
ity. Essentially, the textuality of contem-
porary textbooks organizes the intertex-
tual field, comprising a collection of ver-
bal texts and symbols from other semi-
otic systems. The specificity of authentic
educational texts lies in their reference to
discourse as the primary source, repre-
sented by texts in scientific, journalistic,
official, and business styles, ultimately
connecting the reader to specific refer-
ents [8, c. 24].

The intertextual nature of educa-
tional discourse, as extensively explored
in O.A. Klimanova’s study, is also evi-
dent in small-format texts found in Eng-
lish language teaching materials. Small-
format texts exhibit specific structural
and formal characteristics as well as em-
ploy various non-linguistic elements sys-
tematically. The primary feature of such
texts is their limited length, typically not
exceeding fifty sentences. Some types of
small-format texts display noticeable
variability in their structure. Educational
scenarios and their linguistic representa-
tions identify significant variability
while emphasizing the dominant compo-
nents and features of small-format texts
in educational discourse.

Previous research by linguists has
documented the distinctive aspects of
small-format texts, considering both
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their structural and semantic features as
well as their cognitive foundations.
Clearly, small-format texts, as a textual
form, serve various functions in society
and are formally defined by their brevity.
Key properties of modern small-format
texts include positional independence
(autonomous written pieces), semantic
conciseness, and structural simplicity.
Researchers commonly agree that a dis-
tinguishing characteristic of such texts is
their “visual brevity,” stemming from
the specificity of both schematic depth
and communicative aspects of language.
Small-format texts, despite their relative
autonomy and self-contained nature,
possess not only nominative but also
considerable communicative-pragmatic
potential [8].

Next, considering the existence of
various definitions of small-format texts
in contemporary linguistics, we adopt
the definition proposed by E.S. Kubry-
akova, which we mentioned earlier, as a
working definition. Our research interest
lies in uncovering the linguistic nature of
small-format texts based on their com-
municative functions, which facilitate
complex interactions with the addressees
or consumers. These small-format texts
are part of our study samples.

Another crucial fact to note is the
increasing role of effective teaching ma-
terials in foreign language instruction.
This is because not every modern text-
book can guarantee successful language
learning and cultural understanding.

In modern teaching materials, au-
thors consider the linguistic cognitive
characteristics of learners in the educa-
tional process. The primary goal of con-
temporary authors is to create English
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teaching materials that can cater to stu-
dents of various nationalities, helping
them assimilate the presented content.

Furthermore, textbooks should
meet the needs of individuals from di-
verse social backgrounds interested in
learning English as a foreign language.
An innovative aspect of modern English-
language educational discourse is its fo-
cus on the topical conceptual sphere of
educational content. Each knowledge
level expands vocabulary resources, and
at the core of each section lies the anthro-
pocentric paradigm, which is currently
one of the most prominent and relevant
concepts in linguistics.

Almost all current teaching mate-
rials incorporate anthropocentrism as a
central theme. Anthropocentrism is the
inclination to place humans at the center
of theoretical premises [6]. Considering
anthropocentrism in the lexical system
involves addressing numerous tasks and
perspectives, including studying natural
vocabulary to express the “Naive model
of man”. Implementing anthropocen-
trism in texts and situations requires spe-
cial attention to word functionality
within the limited space of the text. In-
deed, contemporary teaching materials
published today place special emphasis
on anthropocentrism.

Additionally, explanatory materi-
als should be selected with great care to
accommodate individuals from various
cultures and knowledge levels ade-
quately. The axiological approach to the
selection of lexical material is pertinent,
as it applies to reading and listening
texts, the compilation of lexical and
grammatical elements, and situations
that foster speaking skills development.
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In other words, it contributes to updating
the verbal structure of task formulations
in English language textbooks.

Based on our analysis of the cur-
rent English textbooks, specifically
“English Unlimited,” it is evident that
this series of materials is characterized
by the following key aspects:

At the elementary level, the fol-
lowing topics are covered:

PEOPLE: Explored in sections
like “People In Your Life”, “Away from
Home”, and “What’s she like”. This
topic includes linguistic markers related
to family, friends, and guests.

TECHNOLOGY: Addressed in
the unit “Changes” with markers indicat-
ing important events.

PLACE: Covered in the unit
“Your Place”, featuring markers such as
flat, room, and personal space.

WORK: Examined in the unit
“Work-life balance” with the workplace
as a prominent marker.

JOURNEY: Presented in chapters
like “Journey”, “Getting Around”, and
“Experiences”, with markers including
airport, flight, great places, visitor, tick-
ets, information, and recommendations.

These topics are suitable for small
talk as people often prefer to discuss
themselves, their occupations, and re-
lated subjects. According to a survey,
men in the UK spend over six hours per
day on leisure, sports, and hobbies, while
women allocate just two hours to similar
activities.

At the intermediate level, the fol-
lowing topics are covered:

TECHNOLOGY or MASS ME-
DIA: Explored in units like “Media
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Around the World” and “Good Commu-
nication” with linguistic markers such as
entertainment, TV, Fact and Fiction, TV
show, communication, and Internet.

PEOPLE, ATTITUDES, FEEL-
INGS: Addressed in chapters like “Suc-
cess”, “Personal Qualities”, “Truth and
Lies”, “Make up your mind”, and “Im-
pressions”, with markers including
ideas, hopes, dreams, ambitions, abili-
ties, achievements, success, character,
roles in life, gossip, secrets, friends, atti-
tudes, witnesses, and memory.

MONEY: Examined in sections
like “Looking back™ and “Let me ex-
plain”, with markers related to money,
mistakes, rules, and risk.

JOURNEY: Presented in sections
like “Any questions?”, “Impressions”,
and “Lost and Found”, with markers in-
cluding memories, complaints, disputes,
strangers, surveys, nightmare journeys,
rubbish, freecycle, stuff, and property.

At the advanced level, the follow-
ing topics are explored:

PEOPLE: Discussed in units like
“Childhood”, “Self”, and “Health”, with
markers related to memory, children,
and self.

TECHNOLOGY: Addressed in
units like “Knowledge and Technology”,
“Self”, and “Brand Awareness”, with
markers such as online self, agency,
cards, brands, viral ads, products, mega-
brands, cameras, profiles, and inter-
views.

PLACE: Covered in sections like
“World” and “Concepts of Space”, fea-
turing markers like world, maps, restau-
rants, city, surveillance, and square.
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KNOWLEDGE: Examined in
sections like “Knowledge and Technol-
ogy” and “Language and Literature”,
with markers including books, language,
English, knowledge, and messages.

Conclusion.

Having analyzed coursebooks of
different levels, we have found that these
teaching materials are structured to place
the human figure in the spotlight. In
summary, small-format texts in educa-
tional discourse revolve around human
activities, character traits, professional
spheres, knowledge, and the integration
of IT into human life. These texts facili-
tate the development of global commu-
nication conditions.

Our research is centered on small-
format texts sourced from English lan-
guage teaching materials called “English
Unlimited”. It comprises a six-level
course designed for both students and
adults, spanning from Al to C1 profi-
ciency levels. It caters to learners from
the Starter to Advanced levels. All units
in this course are tailored for focused and
individualized learning. They include
not only real-world tasks but also univer-
sally relevant activities aimed at devel-
oping foreign language skills for every-
day use. Additionally, this international
educational resource assists students in
becoming more proficient in real-life
communication and broadening their so-
cial awareness. Ultimately, this interna-
tional course offers students excellent
opportunities to communicate effec-
tively with people from other nationali-
ties without constraints. The overall
framework of this educational resource
places a strong emphasis on developing
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speaking skills alongside self-teaching
methods, which are integrated seam-
lessly with real-life understanding.

One of the key characteristics of
small-format texts, widely recognized by
linguists, is their intertextuality. It is ev-
ident that small-format texts have a lin-
guistic presence within the educational
discursive space. Consequently, small-
format texts encompass various narrative
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forms, including situations, stories, arti-
cles, dialogues, annotations, blogger re-
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In conclusion, the findings of the
current study support the classification
of the analyzed texts as belonging to the
educational type of discourse. They ef-
fectively serve as a structured frame-
work for conveying information and
knowledge.
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